“Parents who had many contacts with
other parents of children who were
deaf or hard of hearing and with deaf
adults reported less isolation and
showed greater emotional bonds with
their child...”

Hintermair Research Findings

“Studies suggest that parent-to-parent

support encourages parents and
provides parents with role models
as they discover their capabilities as
parents and families with a deaf or
hard of hearing child.”

Eleweke & Rodda, 2000
Jackson, Becker & Schmitendorf, 2002

Wyoming Chapter
Contact Info

Wendy Hewitt
Executive Director, Parent
307.782.3276
wendy@wyhandsandvoices.org

Kim Reimann
Assistant Director, Parent
307.265.2074
kimr@wyhandsandvoices.org

Mailing Address
PO Box 1033
Mountain View, WY 82939
www.WyHandsAndVoices.org

Hands & Voices National Information
PO Box 371929
Denver, CO 80237
parentadvocate@handsandvoices.org
www.handsandvoices.org

Hands & Voices, a non-
profit organization, is
2 made possible through
HANDS& the support of and
VOICES" | collaboration with:

Parents Across Wyoming

Wyoming Early Hearing Detection
and Intervention (EHDI)
307.721.6212 ¢ www.wyomingehdi.org

Wyoming Department of Education
Deaf/Hard of Hearing Outreach
307.777.6376

Parent Information Center (PIC)
800.669.9742 e www.wpic.org

Non-biased Support
for Families with
Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Children
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Who We Are

Wyoming Families for Hands & Voices was
founded in May 2006 with the help of Deb
Hovde. We are parents, professionals,
mentors and others who are connected
through the community of the deaf and
hard of hearing. This connection creates
a network for families that offers support,
resources and encouragement to help
children reach their fullest potential.

“As Ilearned of my son’s hearing loss, it
helped to have other moms and dads
to connectwith. I could call them when
[ needed to talk to someone about my
feelings, what to do next, etc. When I
heard about Hands & Voices, I felt that
Wyoming could really benefit from
this kind of parent support network.”

Wendy Hewitt
Co-Founder & Executive Director, Wyoming
Families for Hands & Voices




Our Mission:

Wyoming Families for Hands & Voices is a
parent-driven, non-profit organization that
provides unbiased support to families with
deaf and hard of hearing children to assist
them in reaching their fullest potential.

Through community, we work to improve
education outcomes for our children and
enhance their quality of life.

Wyoming Families for Hands & Voices
is part of the Hands & Voices National
organization. Both organizations are known
for providing unbiased support to families.

“We don’'t accomplish anything in this
world alone...and whatever happens
is the result of the whole tapestry
of one’s life and all the weavings
of individual threads from one to
another that creates something.”

Sandra Day O’Connor

Whether a parent,
professional, mentor,

family member or others

we invite you to join Wyoming
Families for Hands & Voices!

HANDSs The Wyoming Hands & Voices
VOICES" Network provides:

Unbiased Support © wyoming
families regardless of their chosen communication
modes or methodology. This unbiased support
makes Wyoming Families for Hands & Voices a
valuable resource for professionals and families
throughout the state.

Members receive quarterly
SUbSCFiptionS to the Hands & \oices

National Communicator and the Wyoming Families
for Hands & Voices newsletter. Members also receive
reduced fees for Wyoming Families for Hands &
Voices sponsored workshops and trainings.

Famlly Gatherings are sponsored
by Wyoming Families for Hands & Voices
throughout the state. Our family gatherings
allow Wyoming families and friends to build
local support networks and learn more about
the Hands & Voices community.

Advocacy assistance neips
and supports parents in learning how to
advocate for their children. Children learn how
to advocate for themselves from their parents.

Kid Connection is a statewide pen
pal program for Wyoming children who are deaf
and hard of hearing. This program promotes
the opportunity for friendships, provides role
models and encourages communication.

Join Today & Become Part
of Wyoming Families for
Hands & Voices

Complete and mail the form below or join
on-line at www.WyHandsAndVoices.org

Type of Membership (check one)
Parent/Family Member
Deaf/HofH Individual
Professional

Organization (i.e. school, office, etc.)
Other

OO0O0o0

Annual Membership Fee (check one)

$25 — Parent/Family Member
Deaf/HofH Individual

$40 - Professional

OO O

$50 — Organization (.e. school, office, etc.)

(check here)

Would you like to be contacted
by a parent?
(check here)

Make checks payable to:

Wyoming Families for Hands & Voices
Mail to: PO Box 1033

Mountain View, WY 82939

Wyoming Families for Hands & Voices is
a non-profit 501(c)3 organization.



